The Ursuline Post

St Ursula's Convent School

20th September 2024

Headteacher's Weekly Message

Dear Parent/ Carer

It is hard to believe that 3 weeks have already passed since the start of the
academic year. Whilst we had a shorter week due to Open Day, | would like to
put on record my thanks to all staff and students for helping out on

Saturday. We had over 150 students from all year groups come in to support
the school — that is a fantastic effort, and we are very grateful for that.

This week’s edition will give you that flavour of the school year starting as
many more clubs come online. Last week | spoke about the PE department’s
contribution to extracurricular life at St Ursula’s, this week it is our English
department taking centre stage. Ms Dias has already been to see me today
for approval for even more trips and clubs, but it is not my place to steal that
announcement.

I’m also delighted to see our first contribution from our Senior Prefect Team
so well done to Tanitoluwa for putting the piece together — | look forward to
seeing how that develops over the next few months.

Of course, we have Year 11 Information Evening next week so | shall see many
of you there. Additionally, we have Open Mornings imminently so please
spread the word.

God bless,

Mr O’Shaughnessy
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Gospel:

MARK 9:30-37

The Greatest in the Kingdom

Jesus and his disciples left from there and began a journey through Galilee, but
he did not wish anyone to know about it.

He was teaching his disciples and telling them, “The Son of Man is to be
handed over to men and they will kill him, and three days after his death the
Son of Man will rise.”

But they did not understand the saying, and they were afraid to question him.
They came to Capernaum and, once inside the house, he began to ask them,
“What were you arguing about on the way?”

But they remained silent. They had been discussing among themselves on the
way who was the greatest.

Then he sat down, called the Twelve, and said to them, “If anyone wishes to be
first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of all.”

Taking a child, he placed it in their midst, and putting his arms around it, he
said to them, “Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, receives
me; and whoever receives me, receives not me but the One who sent me.”

Reflection:

The Gospel this week is an important one for all of us at St Ursula’s. We are
reminded that true greatness comes from being last and serving all, using a
child as an example. At St Ursula’s our motto is SERVIAM. Meaning ‘1 will
serve’. This is what guides us all here — staff and students alike. In a world
where many struggle with well-being, we can find fulfilment in serving others
and acts of kindness and compassion. We task all in our community to serve
others, today, tomorrow and always.
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Closing Prayer:
Lord, draw our hearts away from selfishness,
- turn our lives to loving service.
Lord, may we bring the bread of hope to the poor,
-teach us to serve you in those who suffer.
Lord, may we come to know the abundance of your
love,

-give us compassionate hearts. Amen




Open morning — Saturday 16" Sept

Visitors were invited to create an expressive clay portrait
whilst Elyse (YOF) worked on a parabolic line art project
to show some focus of the Year 9 curriculum - Maths Art

Ms Simon
Art and Design




English Department News
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Poet Laureate Post

Fresh Beginnings-themed poem.

TOMORROW - Saturday - is the deadline to send a poem to Ms Dias
(or your English teacher), on Google Classroom.

This prestigious role will look wonderful on any college application,
and the selected student will have full support from the English
Department, so don’t hesitate, apply now! The Fresh Beginnings
theme may be inspired by the school and its history, of course, but
could also be an exploration of your life experience or an imagined
event. Be creative.

Tradition has it that a Poet Laureate receives gifts from his Majesty,
and at St Ursula’s all students who send in a poem application will
receive House Points and feedback on their work.



National Poetry Day

National Poetry Day, on Thursday 3rd October, will be the biggest mass
celebration of poetry in the UK. We will all have a chance to share in the pleasure
of poetry, where we are able to express our feelings and be creative.

1.5 million people will be participating on the day - including pupils at St Ursula’s!

In the run to National Poetry Day, Year 7 pupils will be involved in a Poetry
Workshop on Friday 27th September. The workshop will be run by author and
poet, Gita Raleigh. The theme this year is ‘Counting’!

Counting? Yes, because everyone’s voice counts.
Gita will also be introducing an exciting writing competition to pupils.

On National Poetry Day, there will be an opportunity for a small group of pupils to
attend a workshop at Woolwich Library with poet, Paul Cree.

On offer too, is a Poetry Pilgrimage on Friday 4th October led by a Poetry Guide
who begins the tour at London Bridge and finishes with a flourish in the City of
London, capturing and retaining knowledge of Poetic Form!

And of course, the English Department is eager to appoint our very own Poet
Laureate - a pupil who will be asked to write a poem for special occasions across
the year - who will no doubt follow in the footsteps of Simon Armitage, Carol Ann
Duffy, Andrew Motion, Ted Hughes and St John Betjeman!



St Ursula’s Literacy Newsletter

Literacy Newslett

Week commencing 167 September X

Word of the Week:
Aspirational [adjective] Having a strong desire and drive for achisvement.

At 58 Ursula’s we hawve high expectations from aur students and we expect them to have
high expectations of the lves and 1o be aspirational. IF they £ fully suoosed in that

kessan, always remind them that tomorraw is anather day.

Please use this word during your les when the apportunity arises. Encourage students
to use ths word and reward them with praise and house paints when thay do.

Display this ward af the week an your laminated poster.

Whuole School Literacy Focuws:

iThr three pillars of literacy are reading, writing, and speaking and listen

:. Therafore, each

term will have a specific focus on ane of thease,

*  futumn Term — Speaking and Listening

# Spring Term - Reading

*  Summer Term — Writing
We all teach and incorporate aach of these svery day in oor lessons, but we nead to maks
speaking and listening a spes

Autumn Term — aking and List

Last wesk's newsletter featured three itra develop speaking and listening in our
classrooms. This newsletter features b

+  ‘Question Bouncing' - to encourags more students ta werbalise their ideas, ask a
guestion, ta er fromm a student and then ‘bounce” it o anather student.
“Thank gou Kimnrea, Precious - could you add anything to that

perhaps have a different answer?”

o Active Listening - when students read their wark alawd, ask the rest of the dass ta
e and to nets down ibly an their mini whiteboards) any important

points they hear the student ma
Form time:

Remind yaur form that a reading b im an @sential part of their daily equipment
allocated Literary day far DEAR {Drop Everything And Read] until | have provided y
the book that yau will read together as a Form. | am in the process of lacating these
wou find a set of reading books in yvour dassroom then please send two responsible
students to bring them to ME.

Mewsletter Competition:

To encourage us all ta read this n lattar, ayery week 8 small, subtle Tterary reference will
be hidden within it If you spat it — please @mail me at tursy The First
person o email with the correct answer will be rewarded with checolate in their pigeonhale
and the glary of being mantioned in the next newsletter.

Cangratulations to Albert Edwards whe spotted the subtle reference to Pride om
by Jane Austenin Bt wesk's newsletber.

‘Wider Reading:
Ho

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you waould like any specific assistance in develeping

literacy in your classroom.,

Thank yau For your suppork

Ha wien (Literacy Coardinatar]




Film Club
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Lunchtime Film Club every Friday in M8 starting 27/9/24
1.30 to 2pm

We will be showing a range of films, fiction and
documentaries, which mark special events, e.g. Black
History Month and those linked to current world topics.

If interested, please see Mrs Ferreira before 27/9/24 for
more details.

All pupils are welcome to join - there will be an
opportunity for you to share your viewpoints and discuss
themes highlighted in our range of films.

All KS3 students are welcome — Maximum 30 students




Debate Club

"St Ursula's Debate Club for Key Stage 4 will offer students an
exciting opportunity to develop essential skills in public speaking,
critical thinking, and persuasive argumentation. Through engaging
debates on current issues and relevant topics, students will learn
how to construct strong arguments, confidently present their
ideas, and respectfully challenge opposing views. The club
encourages teamwork, enhances communication abilities, and
helps build confidence, preparing students for future academic
and career success. Regular practise sessions, mock debates, and
potential competitions will make this a fun and enriching
experience for all involved.

If students are interested in being a part of such a club, then they
should speak to Mr Sweeney or their English teacher to confirm
numbers for attendance. Students may also offer ideas for topics
of discussion."

Mr Sweeney
English Teacher

S'l‘ URSUL&'S

BEGINS 24TH
Debate what YOU care about!

If you are interested or have any
lquestions please speak to Mr Sweency




Computer Science - National Coding
Week

This week is National Coding Week and this year the focus is on Artificial
Intelligence and how it can improve our lives. Pupils have been completing

lots of fun activities using Code.org to develop their understanding of
Artificial Intelligence.

GRADES: 6-12 GRADES: 6-12 GRADES: 7-12

Generative Al Coding with Al
for Humanities

Societal Impact
of Generative Al

Hum,

ethi nd effective chatbot u

Duration: Two, 45-mif

Explore unit View lesson plan

In year 9 pupils have been using Google Teachable machine which is a fast
and easy way to create machine learning models for sites, apps, and more.

Teachable Machine

New Project

8 Opn Oeive.

g

Image Project Audio Project



https://codingweek.org/

Science Student of The Week

Sciene€

Science student of the week:




Student Voice

FOSTUR

STUDENT
NEWLETTER

. L

BY TANITOLLAWYA
OLANIY AN

BIBLE VERSE OF THE | K

“The LORD is my strength and my
shield; ry heart trusts in him, and he
helps me. My heart leaps for joy, and
with my song | praise him"(Psalm
287, NIV).
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If there are any quieres and
suggestions or guestions pleass
speak to a member of the Junior
Leadership Team . We will try our
best to make sure everyone knows
that their voices are heard and valued

Fostur stands for Friends of 5t. Ursula's
(Fostur) and is & Parent Teacher
Association that provides tremendous
support to 5t Ursulas. Many people,
including parents, may not be aware of
how amnazing Fostur is. Fostur greathy
relies on parental, community,
volunteers involverment to assist with
the schoals foundation and
development. Please get in touch if you
are interested. admin@stursulas.com

1

JUNIOR —
LEADERSHIP
PLANS

—
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5t Ursula’s students have been
fortunate to be given the
opportunity to get their voices
heard: We have various ideas such
as prom funding raising, clubs and
rmuch much more!

THIS WEEK
ACTIVTIES

Year 11 had the opportunity to
visit Woolwich Works to explore
various Sixth Formns,
Apprenticeships, and
Universities. The day served as
an introduction to different
Post-5econdary options and
helped the students gain
insights into their future paths.
They were appreciative of the
information and guidance
provided to help them take the
next important steps in their
Ives.




Community News

ST WILLIAM OF YORK, FOREST HILL CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2025 -
MEETING SUNDAY 20 OCTOBER 2024 6PM

If your child is in Year 10 or above and they would like to receive the Sacrament
of Confirmation, there will be an information meeting for Candidates & Parents
in St William of York church, 4 Brockley Park, Forest Hill, SE23 1PS on Sunday
20th October 2024 at 6pm.

The preparation sessions will commence in January 2025.

All Welcome.

With every best wish

Fr Habte Ukbay

Parish Priest /St. William of York RC Church /
4 Brockley Park / Forest Hill / SE23 1PS

Tel: 020 8690 4549
WWW.swoy.org.uk



http://www.swoy.org.uk/

Safeguarding Support and Information
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